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What is claimed is: 



A communications unit comprising: 




f5 



a) \ a first wireless transceiver port operable to communicate with a 
\first wireless transceiver operable to conduct wireless 

)mmunications with a wireless base station; and 

b) a first expansion interface in communication with said first 
Sreless transceiver port and operable to communicate with a 

second communications unit on a plurality of communications 
channels, to permit said second communications unit to access 
the first wireless transceiver. 

The communications unit of claim 1 wherein said first expansion 



interface 



operable to 



operable to conduct communications with the second 



communis itions unit on time multiplexed channels. 

The communications unit of claim 1 wherein said expansion interface is 



transceiver 
base. 



conduct communications with the second communications 



unit on frequency multiplexed channels. 



The comm jnications unit of claim 1 wherein said first wireless 



>ort and said first expansion interface are on a common 



20 



25 



The communications unit of claim 1 wherein said first expansion 
interface is operable to conduct simultaneous communications with 
said second communications unit on said plurality of communications 
channels. 

The communicktions unit of claim 1 further comprising a first 
communications appliance interface operable to communicate with at 
least one of the\first wireless transceiver and said first expansion 
interface. 
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The communications unit of claim 6 wherein said first communications 
Vappliance interface includes an analog telephone interface. 

\he communications unit of claim 6 wherein said first wireless 
transceiver port, said first communications appliance interface and said 
first expansion interface are contained within a common base. 

The\ communications unit of claim 6 wherein said first expansion 
interface and said first communications appliance interface are 
selectively operable to use said first wireless communications interface. 

The communications unit of claim 6 wherein said first expansion 
interface is operable to simultaneously support independent 
communications on said first appliance interface and with the wireless 
transceiver. 

The communications unit of claim 6 wherein said first expansion port is 
programrrLble by commands received at said communications 



appliance 



nterface. 



12. The comm 



programmable 



nunications unit of claim 1 wherein said first expansion port is 
by commands received from at least one of said first 
wireless irfterface and said second communications unit. 



The communications unit of claim 12 wherein said first expansion port 
is programmable to cause said first wireless transceiver port to 
selective! f communicate with one of a plurality of communications units 
operable to communicate with said first expansion transceiver. 

14. The communications unit of claim 12 wherein said first communications 



appliance 
communi 



port is programmable by commands received, from a 
ations appliance in communication with said first 



communications appliance port. 
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The communications unit of daim 1 wherein said first expansion 
interface comprises a bus interface. 

yThe communications unit of claim 15 wherein said bus interface 
\ncludes a Pulse Code Modulation bus interface. 

le communications unit of claim 1 wherein said first wireless 
transceiver port includes a receptacle operable to receive and hold a 
wireless telephone. 



18. Ths 



communications unit of claim 1 wherein said first wireless 
transceiver port is operable to communicate with a data interface on a 
wireless telephone. 



19. Tho 



communications interface of claim 1 wherein said expansion 
is operable to communicate with a plurality of other 
communications units. 



interface 



Th« apparatus of claim 1 further comprising a processor circuit 
programmed to effect communications between said first wireless 
trar sceiver port and said first expansion interface. 



Th< 
app 



The 
pro 



apparatus of claim 20 further comprising a communications 
iance interface, said processor circuit being operable to effect 
communications between said first wireless transceiver port, said first 
expansion interface and said communications appliance interface. 



apparatus of claim 21 wherein said processor circuit is 
immed to receive dialed digits from said communications 
appliance interface and communicate said dialed digits to said first 
wireless transceiver port to cause a transceiver in communication with 
said first wireless transceiver port to dial said dialed digits on a wireless 
network 
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23. Tl\e apparatus of claim 22 wherein said processor circuit is 
programmed to communicate said dialed digits to said first wireless 
transceiver interface in response to a change in the rate at which dialed 
digitsWe received at said communications appliance interface. 

24. The apparatus of claim 23 wherein said processor circuit is 
programmed to communicate said dialed digits to said first wireless 
transceiver interface in response to expiry of a timeout period after 
entry of said dialed digits at said communications appliance, 

25. A system! for providing multiple access to a wireless transceiver, the 
system comprising: 

a) a plurality of communications units, at least one of which 
includes: 



26, 



i) 



ii) 



25 



a first wireless transceiver port operable to communicate 
with a first wireless transceiver operable to conduct 
wireless communications with a wireless base station; 
and 

a first expansion interface in communication with said first 
wireless transceiver port and operable to communicate 
with said plurality of communications units on a plurality 
of communications channels, to permit said plurality of 
communications units to access the first wireless 
transceiver. 

The systen^ of claim 25 wherein each of said communications units 
comprises a communications appliance interface operable to 
communicate with said first wireless transceiver port. 



27. The system df claim 26 wherein at least some of the communications 
units have respective wireless transceiver ports operable to be 
accessed by one of said communications appliance interfaces. 
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The system of claim 27 wherein any of said communications appliance 
^interfaces can access any of said wireless transceivers, through 
?S pective expansion interfaces on respective communications umts on 
wW said any of said communications appliances are located and 
.ective communications units on which said wireless transceivers 
are located. 

Thelystem of claim 27 wherein any of said communications units is 
operaW to receive programming information from other 
commlnications units to configure said any of said communications 
units \o selectively make its wireless transceiver port and rts 
communications appliance port communicate with a w,re.ess 
transceiver port or a communications appliance port of at least one 
other of laid plurality of communications units. 
A method of providing multiple access to a wireless transceiver, 
comprising supporting communications through a first expanse 
interface on one of a plurality of communications channels, between a 
first wireess transceiver port of a first communications unit and a 
second communications unit, where said first wireless transceiver port 
is operable to communicate with a first wireless transceiver operable to 
conductress communications with a wireless base station. 

. of daim 30 wherein supporting communications comprises 
communications with the second communications unit on 
itiiplexed channels. 



32 



33. 



The method 
conducting 
time mu 



The metlod of claim 30 wherein supporting communications comprises 
conducting communications with the second communications unit on 
frequence multiplexed channels. 

The method of claim 30 wherein supporting communications comprises 
supportingAcommunications between said first wireless transceiver port 
and said f\rk expansion interface within a common base. 
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Ijhe method of claim 30 wherein supporting communications comprises 
inducting simultaneous communications with said second 
communications unit on said plurality of communications channels. 

The\ethod of claim 30 further comprising conducting communications 
betweln a first communications appliance interface and at least one of 
the firXireless transceiver and said first expansion interface. 

The method of claim 35 further comprising conducting communications 
with a teiphone in communication with said first communications 
appliance interface. 

The method\of claim 35 further comprising selecting which of said first 
expansion interface and said first communications appliance interface 
are to use saiffl first wireless communications interface. 

The method o\ claim 35 further comprising simultaneously supporting 
independent communications with said first appliance interface and 
with said wireleks transceiver. 



41. 



42. 



The method c 
expansion port 
appliance interface 



claim 35 further comprising programming said first 
by commands received at said communications 



The method of 
expansion port 
wireless interfa< e 



claim 30 further comprising programming said first 
by commands received from at least one of said first 
and said second communications unit 



The method of 
expansion port 



claim 40 further comprising programming said first 
to cause said first wireless interface to selectively 
communicate with one of a plurality of communications units operable 
to communicate iith said first expansion port. 

The method of daim 40 further comprising programming said first 
communications appliance port by commands received from a 
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comniunications appliance in 
communications appliance port. 

The nlthod of claim 30 wherein supporting communions comprises 
support communications through a bus interface. 

The meihod of Cairn 43 wherein supporting communications comprises 
' nem T 1U . _ Pll , se code Modu ation bus 

supporting communications through a Pulse Code 

interfac 




45. The mei 
wireless 



,od of claim 30 further comprising receiving and holding a 
elephone in a receptacle. 



46. The method 



47. 



48. 



49. 



The me«oo of Cairn 30 further comprising causing sa« first 
.ransoei port to communie with a da* .nterface on a w,reless 

telephone. 

The me*od of Cairn 30 further comprising communicating with a 
plurality of other communications units. 

of Cairn 30 further comprising receiving dialed digits from 
appliance interface and communicating said d,aed 
< m I said first wireless transceiver port to cause a — 
communication wKh said first wireless transce^er port to d,al 
dialed digits on a wireless network. 

,emoo of Cairn 48 further comprising communing said dialed 
t0 said first wireless transceiver interface in response to a change 
ra ,e a. which dialed digits are received at said communions 
interface. 



The mefthod 
a 

digits 



comr lunications 



The n(ethod 
digits 
in the 



50. 



appliance 

The lethod of Cairn 49 further comprising communing said dialed 

"T 
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51 . A method of providing multiple access to a wireless transceiver, the 
method comprising supporting communications through a first 
expansion interface, on one of a plurality of communications channels, 
betweei^a first wireless transceiver port of a first communications unit 
and a plurality of communications units, where said first wireless 
transceiver port is operable to communicate with a first wireless 
transceiver operable to conduct wireless communications with a 
wireless base station. 

52. The method\of claim 51 further comprising supporting communications 
between a ^communications appliance interface on any of said 
communications units and said first wireless transceiver port. 

53. The method of claim 52 further comprising supporting communications 
between wire ess transceiver ports on at least some of said 
communicatior s units and communications appliance interfaces on at 
least some of said communications units. 



54. The method o 



55. 




permit any of 



claim 53 supporting communications access through 



respective exp* nsion interfaces on respective communications units to 



id communications appliance interfaces to access any 



of said wireless transceivers. 

The method of dlaim 53 further comprising programming any of said 
communications units from other communications units to configure 
said any of said communications units to selectively make its wireless 
transceiver port ana its communications appliance port communicate 
with a wireless transceiver port or a communications appliance port of 
at least one other of said plurality of communications units. 



